
Scriptures	Often	Used	at	Funerals	
	
New	Testament	
Matthew	5:4			Blessed	are	those	who	mourn,	for	they	will	be	comforted.	
John	10:14-16			I	am	the	good	shepherd.	I	know	my	own	and	my	own	know	me,	just	as	the	

Father	knows	me	and	I	know	the	Father.	And	I	lay	down	my	life	for	the	sheep.	I	have	
other	sheep	that	do	not	belong	to	this	fold.	I	must	bring	them	also,	and	they	will	
listen	to	my	voice.	So	there	will	be	one	flock,	one	shepherd.	For	this	reason	the	
Father	loves	me,	because	I	lay	down	my	life	in	order	to	take	it	up	again.	No	one	takes	
it	from	me,	but	I	lay	it	down	of	my	own	accord.	

John	10:27-30			My	sheep	hear	my	voice.	I	know	them,	and	they	follow	me.	I	give	them	
eternal	life,	and	they	will	never	perish.	No	one	will	snatch	them	out	of	my	hand.	
What	my	Father	has	given	me	is	greater	than	all	else,	and	no	one	can	snatch	it	out	of	
the	Father’s	hand.	The	Father	and	I	are	one.	

John	11:25b-26a			I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life.	Those	who	believe	in	me,	even	though	
they	die,	will	live,	and	everyone	who	lives	and	believes	in	me	will	never	die.	

John	12:46-47			I	have	come	as	light	into	the	world,	so	that	everyone	who	believes	in	me	
should	not	remain	in	the	dark.	I	do	not	judge	anyone	who	hears	my	words	and	does	
not	keep	them,	for	I	came	not	to	judge	the	world,	but	to	save	the	world.	The	one	who	
rejects	me	and	does	not	receive	my	word	has	a	judge	on	the	last	day.	The	word	that	I	
have	spoken	will	serve	as	judge,	for	I	have	not	spoken	on	my	own,	but	the	Father	
who	sent	me	has	himself	given	me	a	commandment	about	what	to	say	and	what	to	
speak.	And	I	know	that	his	commandment	is	eternal	life.	What	I	speak,	therefore,	I	
speak	just	as	the	Father	has	told	me.	

John	14:1-4			Do	not	let	your	hearts	be	troubled.	Believe	in	God;	believe	also	in	me.	In	my	
Father’s	house	there	are	many	dwelling	places.	If	it	were	not	so,	would	I	have	told	
you	that	I	go	to	prepare	a	place	for	you?	And	if	I	go	and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	
come	again	and	will	take	you	to	myself,	so	that	where	I	am,	there	you	may	be	also.		

John	14:18-19			I	will	not	leave	you	orphaned;	I	am	coming	to	you.	In	a	little	while	the	world	
will	no	longer	see	me,	but	you	will	see	me;	because	I	live,	you	also	will	live.	On	that	
day	you	will	know	that	I	am	in	my	Father,	and	you	in	me,	and	I	in	you…	those	who	
love	me	will	be	loved	by	my	Father,	and	I	will	love	them	and	reveal	myself	to	them.	

John	14:27			Peace	I	leave	with	you;	my	peace	I	give	to	you.	I	do	not	give	to	you	as	the	world	
gives.	Do	not	let	your	hearts	be	troubled,	and	do	not	let	them	be	afraid.	

I	Romans	8:35-39			Who	will	separate	us	from	the	love	of	Christ?	Will	hardships,	or	distress,	
or	persecution,	or	famine,	or	nakedness,	or	peril,	or	sword?	….No,	in	all	these	things	
we	are	more	than	conquerors	through	him	who	loved	us.	For	I	am	convinced	that	
neither	death,	nor	life,	nor	angels,	nor	rulers,	nor	things	present,	nor	things	to	come,	
nor	powers,	nor	height,	nor	depth,	nor	anything	else	in	all	creation,	will	be	able	to	
separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.	

I	Corinthians	13:4-8a			Love	is	patient;	love	is	kind;	love	is	not	envious	or	boastful	or	
arrogant	or	rude.	It	does	not	insist	on	its	own	way;	it	is	not	irritable	or	resentful;	it	
does	not	rejoice	in	wrongdoing,	but	rejoices	in	the	truth.	It	bears	all	things,	believes	
all	things,	hopes	all	things,	endures	all	things.	Love	never	ends.	



I	Corinthians	12-13	 ...now	we	see	in	a	mirror	dimly,	but	then	we	will	see	face	to	face.	Now	I	
know	only	in	part;	then	I	will	know	fully,	even	as	I	have	been	fully	known.	And	now	
faith,	hope,	and	love	abide,	these	three;	and	the	greatest	of	these	is	love.	

II	Corinthians	4:16b-5:1			…we	do	not	lose	heart.	Even	though	our	outer	nature	is	wasting	
away,	our	inner	nature	is	being	renewed	day	by	day.	For	this	slight	momentary	
affliction	is	preparing	us	for	an	eternal	weight	of	glory	beyond	all	measure,	because	
we	look	not	at	what	can	be	seen	but	at	what	cannot	be	seen;	for	what	can	be	seen	is	
temporary,	but	what	cannot	be	seen	is	eternal.	For	we	know	that	if	the	earthly	tent	
we	live	in	is	destroyed,	we	have	a	building	from	God,	a	house	not	made	with	hands,	
eternal	in	the	heavens.	

II	Timothy	4:6b-8			…the	time	of	my	departure	has	come.	I	have	fought	the	good	fight,	I	have	
finished	the	race,	I	have	kept	the	faith.	From	now	on	there	is	reserved	for	me	the	
crown	of	righteousness,	which	the	Lord,	the	righteous	judge,	will	give	me	on	that	
day,	and	not	only	to	me	but	also	to	all	who	have	longed	for	his	appearing.	

Philippians	4:4-7			Rejoice	in	the	Lord	always;	again	I	will	say,	Rejoice.	Let	your	gentleness	
be	known	to	everyone.	The	Lord	is	near.	Do	not	worry	about	anything,	but	in	
everything	by	prayer	and	supplication	with	thanksgiving	let	your	requests	be	made	
known	to	God.	And	the	peace	of	God,	which	surpasses	all	understanding,	will	guard	
your	hearts	and	your	minds	in	Christ	Jesus.	

	
Old	Testament	
Ecclesiastes	3:1-8			For	everything	there	is	a	season,	and	a	time	for	every	matter	under	

heaven:	a	time	to	be	born	and	a	time	to	die;	a	time	to	plant	and	a	time	to	pluck	up	
what	is	planted;	to	time	to	kill	and	a	time	to	heal;	a	time	to	break	down	and	a	time	to	
build	up;	a	time	to	weep	and	a	time	to	laugh;	a	time	to	mourn	and	a	time	to	dance;	a	
time	to	throw	away	stones	and	a	time	to	gather	stones	together;	a	time	to	embrace	
and	a	time	to	refrain	from	embracing;	a	time	to	seek	and	a	time	to	lose;	a	time	to	
keep	and	a	time	to	throw	away;	a	time	to	tear	and	a	time	to	sew;	a	time	to	keep	
silence	and	a	time	to	speak;	a	time	to	love	and	a	time	to	hate;	a	time	for	war	and	a	
time	for	peace.	

Isaiah	40:6b-8			All	people	are	grass,	their	constancy	is	like	the	flower	of	the	field.	The	grass	
withers,	the	flower	fades;	but	the	word	of	our	God	will	stand	forever.	

Isaiah	40:28-31		Have	you	not	known?	Have	you	not	heard?	The	Lord	is	the	everlasting	
God,	the	Creator	of	the	ends	of	the	earth.	He	does	not	faint	or	grow	weary;	his	
understanding	is	unsearchable.	He	gives	power	to	the	faint	and	strengthens	the	
powerless.	Even	youths	will	faint	and	be	weary,	and	the	young	will	fall	exhausted;	
but	those	who	wait	for	the	Lord	shall	renew	their	strength;	they	shall	mount	up	with	
wings	like	eagles;	they	shall	run	and	not	be	weary,	they	shall	walk	and	not	faint.	

Isaiah	41:10			Do	not	fear,	for	I	am	with	you;	do	not	be	afraid,	for	I	am	your	God;	I	will	
strengthen	you,	I	will	help	you,	I	will	uphold	you	with	my	victorious	right	hand.	

Isaiah	43:1-2…4a			Do	not	fear,	for	I	have	redeemed	you;	I	have	called	you	by	name.	When	
you	pass	through	the	waters,	I	will	be	with	you;	and	through	the	rivers,	they	will	not	
overwhelm	you;	when	you	walk	through	fire,	you	shall	not	be	burned,	and	the	flame	
shall	not	consume	you.	For	I	am	the	Lord	your	God….your	Savior….you	are	precious	
in	my	sight,	and	honored,	and	I	love	you.	



Psalm	23	The	Lord	is	my	shepherd,	I	shall	not	want.	He	makes	me	lie	down	in	green	
pastures;	he	leads	me	beside	still	waters;	he	restores	my	soul.	He	leads	me	in	right	
paths	for	his	name’s	sake.	Even	though	I	walk	through	the	darkest	valley,	I	fear	no	
evil,	for	you	are	with	me;	your	rod	and	your	staff—they	comfort	me.	You	prepare	a	
table	before	me	in	the	presence	of	my	enemies;	you	anoint	my	head	with	oil;	my	cup	
overflows.	Surely	goodness	and	mercy	shall	follow	me	all	the	days	of	my	life,	and	I	
shall	dwell	in	the	house	of	the	Lord	forever.	

Psalm	27:1,5,13-14			The	Lord	is	my	light	and	my	salvation;	whom	shall	I	fear?	The	Lord	is	
the	stronghold	of	my	life;	of	whom	shall	I	be	afraid?	…For	he	will	hide	me	in	his	
shelter	in	the	day	of	trouble;	he	will	conceal	me	under	the	cover	of	his	tent;	he	will	
set	me	high	on	a	rock…I	believe	that	I	shall	see	the	goodness	of	the	Lord	in	the	land	
of	the	living.	Wait	for	the	Lord;	be	strong,	and	let	your	heart	take	courage;	wait	for	
the	Lord!	

Psalm	91:14-16		Those	who	love	me	I	will	deliver;	I	will	protect	those	who	know	my	name.	
When	they	call	to	me,	I	will	answer	them;	I	will	be	with	them	in	trouble,	I	will	rescue	
them	and	honor	them.	With	long	life	I	will	satisfy	them,	and	show	them	my	
salvation.	

Psalm	91:	12-15		The	righteous	flourish	like	the	palm	tree,	and	grow	like	a	cedar	in	
Lebanon.	They	are	planted	in	the	house	of	the	Lord;	they	flourish	in	the	courts	of	our	
God.	In	old	age	they	still	produce	fruit;	they	are	always	green	and	full	of	sap,	
showing	that	the	Lord	is	upright;	he	is	my	rock,	and	there	is	no	unrighteousness	in	
him.	

11Psalm	121			I	will	lift	up	my	eyes	to	the	hills—from	where	will	my	help	come?	My	help	
comes	from	the	Lord,	who	made	heaven	and	earth.	He	will	not	let	your	foot	be	
moved;	he	who	keeps	you	will	not	slumber.	He	who	keeps	Israel	will	neither	
slumber	nor	sleep.	The	Lord	is	your	keeper;	the	Lord	is	your	shade	at	your	right	
hand.	The	sun	shall	not	strike	you	by	day,	nor	the	moon	by	night.	The	Lord	will	keep	
you	from	all	evil;	he	will	keep	your	life.	The	Lord	will	keep	your	going	out	and	your	
coming	in	from	this	time	on	and	forevermore.																																																																																																																																															

Micah	6:6..8			With	what	shall	I	come	before	the	Lord?....He	has	told	you,	O	mortal,	what	is	
good;	and	what	does	the	Lord	require	of	you	but	to	do	justice,	and	to	love	kindness,	
and	to	walk	humbly	with	your	God?	

Psalm	71:20-21			Though	you	have	made	me	see	troubles,	many	and	bitter,	you	will	restore	
my	life	again;	from	the	depths	of	the	earth	you	will	again	bring	me	up.	You	will	
increase	my	honor	and	comfort	me	once	again.	

	Ecclesiastes	5:20			He	will	scarcely	brood	over	the	days	of	his	life	because	God	keeps	him	
occupied	with	gladness	of	heart.	


